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[July 14, 1886. 


‘The Word Made Flesh.”----A Lay Sermon. 


BY D, BAILEY, ᾿ 
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, * * * full of 
graceand truth. John 1 : 14. 

Glorious Word! What can Unitarians do with 
this first chapter of John’s Gospel? God spake, 
the Word (Son) executed through the Holy Spirit. 
Everything was made by Him; these things are 
clearly taught. 


I shall not attempt to picture the woudrous love | 


and condesceusién displayed in the scene portrayed 
in the mortal life of Jesus, theGod-man. Many 
pens more eloquent than mine have failed in the 
task. Men hope to be able to put on immortality, 


but who, having immortality, would desire to put| 


on mortality? But the Word did this. He be- 
came mortal. He gave up, for a time, the glory 


of the Father and became the most lowly of mor-| 


tals. and wHy? 

Mortality seems to be repelled by immortality. 
It is drawn down, down by the attractions of earth. 
The little spark of spirituality that exists in man, 
is overwhelmed and almost, in some cases entirely 
—smothered by the mass of earthly dross that 
weighs it down. 

God sent his servants, the prophets, to reason 
with man during thousands of years, but it was in 
vain, mortality could not do the work, they were 
themselves but mortal, they could not reach 
“within the vail,” after they had reached their 
highest point there was yet a space to be bridged 
over. 

Angels could not do it. They could come down 
from heaven but they were not mortal, they could 
not dive an example tor man and their precept was 
lost in the mass of dross before mentioned. 

So it became necessary for an immortal to put 
on mortality, that God might commune with God 
and man in the same person might commune with 
humanity and lead them Godward by his example. 
This is the scheme of redemption, “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” This being the case, if we 
wish to profit by this most excellent offer. 

WHAT IS OUR DUTY ? 

The condition is stated in thetext above, belief. 
We must “believe that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of those that diligently seek,” and put 
their trust in him. 

Simply believing, is not enough we must believe 
that it is our duty to seek the Lord diligently if we 
would besaved. Then we were taught, underthe old 
dispensation, that our God was a jealous God and 
would suffer no rivals, and it is equally true of 
Christ. He will tolerate no other religion, and, 
thank God, there is no need of any other. “In 


this world an hundred fold and in the world to| 


come life everlasting.” Brother, is not that 
enough? Sister, what more is there to desire ? 
What is there that we would exchange Jesus for? 


Jesus our Savior, Shepherd, King ! 
“Fade, fade each earthly joy, 
Jesus is mine! 
Break every tender tie, 
Jesus is mine! 
Dark is the wilderness, 
Earth has no resting place, 
Jesus alone can bless, 
Jesus is mine |’, 


So sang the poet and the true spirit of Christi- 


anity sounds iu the song. ButI do not usually | 


write for the purpuse of saying something to please 
the people, and this sermon had its object. I 
wanted to call your attention to the new religions 
that are springing up around us. A man may be 
a Mason or an Odd Fellow and I shall not quarrel 
with him; it is his privilege, but I verly believe 
that he must choose between Christ and his order. 
They are not consistent, they will not go along 
together hand in hand. The lodge may teach 
brotherly kindness but not Charity—Christian 
Charity—. 

They are unchristian, they accept all men of 
whatever race, belief or character, as brethren and 
if a Christian ghould so’count himself, he would 
be “unequally yoked with unbelievers.” 

It is a sad thing to see, as I have seen, a Chris- 
tian minister preach a sermon and leave Christ 
out for the sake of pleasing the brotherhood. 

A man who joins a lodge and lives up to its 


| blooming in the early spring. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


teachings does well; but he must not expect any 
eredit for it in the book of Life, man-made institu- 
tions do not reach far enough to influence the 
book keeper there. I have heard men say that 
Freemasonry was all the religion they wanted. 
Tt may be, a little religion will go a long way with 
some men, but though such religion will do to live 
by and answer all the requirements of earth, at 


| the dying hour all men, if they,are not too proud, 


would seek something better, something that will 
reach over the chasm into the unknown, I defy 
any man to produce a man-made institution that 
will stand the wash of the river of death. If these 
associations are all that are necessary why was it 
necessary for the God-man to come and suffer and 
die to save man? Did Jesus organize any of the 
lodges or are they not merely a cheap imitation, 
cheap because the vital element is omitted, that 


part that has an influence in the courts of heaven?) 


Brethren, let: us not be deceived. Peter said tu 
Christ, “To whom can we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life.” Then let us lay hold on 
the promise of the Savior and never from it part. 
Not one of these lodges has any thing good to add 


|}to the Christian religion, then why divide our for. 


ces? Can he be accounted a true Christian who 


Jenters the Christian warfare with an anchor cast 


to the windward so that, in case of failure, he 
could recover himself ἢ 

The old law as quoted by the Savior, said, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind 
and with all thy strength. If this commandment 
were kept in the spirit there would be no opportu- 
nity for running after false yods. If we have any 
extra religious vitality, let us give it to Christ and 


|his church; she needs it and it will be a yood in- 


vestment for us. If following Christ does‘not em- 
ploy all our talents, let us go out and tell the good 
news to others, strangers if need be, but happy he 
who has ‘no friends yet wandering in the wilder- 
ness, not having heard aright the glorious Gospei 
of the “Word made Flesh.” 


Come Intu the Sunlight. 


BY L. C. GRAZIER, 


He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.—John 8:12. 


_ My friend had some plants which had been all 

winter in a south window, where they bad the sun ; 
they looked bright and flourishing, and already 
It was ebeering to 
see the rich verdure and Juxuriant bloom, and in 
my warm admiration I exclaimed : 

“How lovely! how charming!” But there was 
one which was unlike the others; it was withered 
and leafless. I remarked, ‘that one appears to be 
dead.” She replied, no, it is not dead. I have 
just brought it up out of the cellar; it was there 
all winter, shut out from the sun and air, Plants 
may live a long time in the dark and in an un- 
genial atmosphere though they lose their foliage 
and their beauty. But it is wonderful how soon 
the sun will revive them and restore their verdure. 

Just so I said it is in regard to Christains. If 
deprived of the light of his face, who is called the 
Sun of Righteousness, the Joy of Earth and Heav- 
en, how sad and forlorn they apvear, There are 
no inglications of spiritual life; no flowers of Chris- 
tian experience; no fruits of grace; no beauty; no 
attractions. The secret is, they have been living 


down in the cellar, away from the bright sun,} 


and in an unhealthy atmosphere. Poor drooping 
soul, hast thou been down in that gloomy place, 
and has thy spiritual vigor died out now?. Stripp- 
ed of thy sweet comforts, art thou despondently 
saying there is no hope fot me? Be nor discourag- 
ed; come right up in the sunlight, and in the pure 
air of love, where Jesus lives, and where he wants 
us all to live. Rise, he calleth thee! This 1s the 
spring. He would array the in thy vernal robes, 
and deck the with glory and beauty. Dost thou 
seem dead; no vitality left? Be not dismayed, 
for Jesus says, He that beliveth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall live. His life-giving beams 
ean vivify thy soul much more speedily than the 
natural sun can revive withered plants. ’Tis only to 
place thy poor, drooping hearts beneath this bless- 
ed rays, and soon thou wilt feel new life and fresh 


vigor start through thy whole being, and thus in 
the garden ot the Lord, thou wilt bec me a tree of 
righteousness whose luvely bloom and rich fruits 
will abound to the glory and praise of God Come; 
Oh, come quickly unto the sanlight. 


Five Cents a Day. 

There was aman who thought himself very 
poor—so poor that he could give but little money 
for any good work. One day a lady asked him if 
he wouldn’t put his name down on her paper, pro- 
mising to give eighteen dollars and twenty-five 
cents during that year to the different causes for 
which his church was tryingto work. You should 


have seen him look at her. 


“Why, my dear woman!” said he, “I never had 
eighteen dollars and twenty-five cents to givea 
year in my life, and never expect to have. I’m ἃ 
poor man.” 

Well, she said, if he really thought he could not 
afford that sum, wouldn’t he promise to give five 
cents a day for that year? 

Why, yes, he said: five cents a day was a little 
bit, certainly; if that would do her any good, he 
could manage so much, And he did, and enjoyed 
it, Just multiply the number of days in a year by 
the figure five, will you? Well, what is the prod- 
uct? Tow much money did the man save by not 
pledging eighteen dullars and twenty-five cents ? 
This is a true story, and I found it told in The 
Gospel in All Lands. 


The Result of Prayer. 
Many do not look for results from their prayers. 
They are earnest in business, but play at religion. 
We should treat daily prayers as daily interviews 
with the most High, Some consider prayer as on. 
ly intended to benefit themselves, David did not 
thins so. He did not feel satisfied with the mere 
effect of his supplication on his own soul. He 
sought answers from him. He shot up his arrows, 
and looked to see whether they stuck. You men 
of the world, who ask skeptical questions as to the 
efficacy of prayer, let me tell you we no more dare 
to doubt its efficacy than doubt our own existance. 
It is not a hundred ora thousand times that God 
has answered us, To receive answers from him is 
as common tous as to eat our daily bread. We 
find it difficult to have patience with those who 
question its efficacy. What, man, you say, there 
is nosun? look up? You say there is no air? 
breath ! Try prayer yourself. Until you have gone 
to God and implored him to grant what you need 
for the sake of Jesus, you have no right to it on 
philosophic grounds, Let those who have tried 
it have some credence. Try it, and then you will 
believe it as they do.—Rev.-C, H. Spuraron, 


Cheerfulness. 

God bless the cheerful person—men, woman or 
child, old or young, illiterate or educated, handsome 
orhomely. Overand above every social trait 
stands cheerfulness. What the sun is to nature, 
what God is to the stricken beart which knows 
how to lean upon Him, are cheerful persons in the 
house or by the wayside. They go unobtrusively, 
unconsciously about their silent mission, brighten 
ing up soeiety around them with the happiness 
beaming from their faces. We love to be near 
them ; we love the nature of their eye, the tone of 
their voice, Littlechildren find them out, Ὁ so 
quickly, amid the densest crowd, and passing by 
the knitted brow and compressed lip, glide near, 
and laying a little hand on their knee, lift their 
clear young eyes to those loving faces.—SEL. 


Greek architecture is the flower of geometry.— 
Emerson. 

The savings-bank of human existence is the 
weekly Sunday.—North British Review. 

The soul—Jesus came upon earth in order to 
polish it and put it in his crown.—Stephen Dekins. 

Seek the keeping power of Christ, that in the 
hour of temptation you may be kept unspotted 
from the world. 

When a man lives with his God, his voice shall 
be as sweet as the murmur of the brooks and the 
rustle of the corn.—Emerson. 


